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Introduction 

At St Paul’s School we believe that for our vision of ‘Inspiring learning, Nurturing wholeness’ to be realised, 
timely, succinct and appropriate feedback is key. We believe that children need both positive affirmation 
as well as collaborative guidance that helps them to understand what their next steps are. This policy has 
been written in light of current research and guidance with regard to feedback, recognising that when it is 
done well, this is the most effective methods for improving outcomes for pupils (Education Endowment 
Foundation 2018).  

Marking & Feedback Policy  

Marking and feedback is an important and valued part of Assessment for Learning and is used as a tool to 

improve teaching and learning. 

 

Aims 

 • Pupils are aware of what they need to do to progress. 

• Time for editing and reflection is prioritised by teachers.  

 

The Importance of Oral Feedback 

Oral feedback should be the first tool that teachers use as a way of improving children’s learning; research 
shows that this is the most effective type of feedback.  

We use formative assessment to understand the children’s needs. This allows teachers to provide feedback 

during or after the lesson – ensuring it is specific to their learning needs*. Feedback can be given during or 

after the lesson BUT should be oral and specific*.  As per our High Quality Teaching framework (previously 

known as Quality First Teaching or QFT), we carefully consider the seating position of children, which 

means that teachers are able to easily prioritise which children they give feedback to. 

 



 

*’Specificity of feedback is a key determinant of its impact on performance’. * EEF Marking Review, April 

2016 

Marking in English 

Using a learning objective, which is communicated to children at the start of lessons, teachers mark and 

give feedback against the identified Success Criteria and use this to focus attention on the key ideas. 

Teachers may also give feedback against other common errors that are specific to the ongoing learning 

needs of a child. 

We believe it is vital that children have a planned opportunity to reflect on their learning and therefore it is 

expected that teachers are planning in opportunities to respond to feedback. All teacher marking is 

completed in green pen and children use a purple pen to edit and improve their learning. 

 

 

Success Criteria 

The Success Criteria should scaffold the learning of the children during the ‘imitation phase’ of the learning 

(when the children are working more closely with the teacher). The teacher should be referring to this 

when teaching; the children then use this to remind them of what to include in their writing, ticking the 

parts that they have successfully completed with a purple pen.  

This method of self-evaluation can be introduced in year 1, with this becoming widespread practice from 

year 2 upwards. Teachers may also wish to tick the parts of the SC that children have met. 



Example of child ticking their SC with a purple pen. They should also be encouraged to add their own ideas. 

 

Success Criteria should have a challenge. 

As the learning progresses and the children move to more independent writing (the ‘innovation phase’), 

children can be provided with a scaled-back version, which they complete themselves, using what they 

remembered from their previous learning: 

 

Sometimes during the innovation phase, the teacher may choose not to give the children a Success Criteria 

in order to assess what they have remembered. 

 

 

 

 



Each year group also has a set of ‘Writing Essentials’ or non-negotiables to remind children of basic 

expectations. 

 

 



 

 

What does specific feedback look like? 

Verbal feedback is best, but teachers can also indicate next steps in books.  

In KS2 this can be done using the following symbols 

                  Missing full stop in this line. 

          , Missing comma in this line. 

Sp (or the word may be circled, depending on the 
child/word) 

Spelling mistake in this line. 

Or the teacher may write the word in the margin. 

    VF  The teacher spoke to you (this is called verbal 
feedback  or VF) and you improved your learning in 
the lesson. 

 

Join with a conjunction. 

 



Upper KS2 can also use these: 

 

Handwriting – children may be asked to practise letter formation. Example: 

 

Punctuation – in EYFS and KS1 the teacher will give the child specific feedback around this and ask them to 

edit their writing, adding in missing in full stops and capital letters.  

In KS2 where punctuation has been missed out, verbal feedback should be prioritised, but where this is not 

possible, a circled full stop or comma can be written in the margin. (See above and previous page). 

Children may use this as a guide to putting in the missing punctuation in purple pen.  

  

[ ] 

// 



EXAMPLE:  

This shows how the teacher has indicated a missing full stop and how the child has self-corrected with a 

purple pen. 

 

 

A similar example for a missing comma – again, the child has self-corrected. 

 

 

  



Spellings 

Incorrect spellings are written out in the child’s book by the teacher.  

A maximum of 3 words should be corrected in any single piece of learning. 

In KS1 the child will be asked to copy out the word again (a minimum of three times). 

 

In KS2 they should be written in the margin on the line where the incorrect spelling is. 

 

To scaffold the learning, the teacher may ask children to complete the missing letters using a scaffold: 

 

In KS2 the children will copy the word from their learning into their Spelling Book. 

In KS2 children are asked to copy out the word 5 times a day to help them remember it. We call this our ‘5 

A Day Spelling’ practice. 

There is a helpful PPT in here for OTTER time that teachers can use as a reminder. 

 

 

 

  



Marking in Maths and Foundation Subjects 

In Maths or Foundation Subjects the teacher uses the answer sheet to mark with the children.  

A child’s learning or the marksheet is shown under the visualiser to help this process. Children mark in 

purple pen and then the teacher will review their learning using a green pen. During this marking time, the 

teacher will identify next steps in the sequence of learning. The teacher may choose to give further 

feedback outside of the lesson or as part of the next lesson.  

In Foundation Subjects where there is no marksheet, the teacher will review the learning and acknowledge 

this with a green tick. As with Maths, the teacher will identify the next steps for the learning when marking 

as well as during the lesson itself. 

 

Spellings in Maths and Foundation Subjects 

This is a very similar process to English. 

Incorrect spellings of subject specific words are written out in the child’s book by the teacher.  

A maximum of 3 words should be corrected in any single piece of learning. 

In KS1 the child will be asked to copy out the word again three times. 

In KS2 the children will copy the word from their learning into their Spelling Book and practise during their 

‘5 A Day’ spelling time. 

 

Further links: 

See Curriculum Policy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix – what should I prioritise when feeding back to children? 

w 


